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; EEAC CALLS FOR CITY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY AND FULL-TIME COORDINATOR o
Q%Y By Sam Holmes 5
- O
\ The Environmental Education Advisory Council, in July, called on City schools )
Z Chancellor Richard R. Green to get behind an environmental education policy for “
; New York City and to support the hiring of a full-time citywide Coordinator of o0
Environmental Education. /|
®, =
o The EEAC Steering Committee resolution urging these moves - which will also N\
f
be sent to the Board of Education - pointed out the need to implement the New )
O York State Board of Regents Action Plan, Goal Seven, which decreed that, ;”
&
\/ "Each student will acquire knowledge of the ecological consequences of choices o
/) in uses of the environment and natural resources." Al
QS W
? Environmental education in New York City is currently provided mainly by (\
A some 40 non-profit institutions outside the school system, most of which are t
: incapable financially of expanding to meet the schools' urgent need for AV,
\/ environmental education. =
&° (Continued on page 4) 5
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EEAC NEWS

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Nancy Wolf and Mike Zamm met with Ed
Lawlor and Barry Jamason of the New York State
Education Department (SED) on June 22, 1988
in Albany to discuss the statewide environ-
mental education (ee) infusion effort. The
meeting was a success. The Social Studies,
Grades 7 and 8 (New York State and U.S.History),
Social Studies 9 and 10 (Global Studies), and
General Biology Syllabi, which were significant-
ly infused with environmental concepts, have
been distributed widely to teachers throughout
the State. Social Studies 7 and 8 will be
tested via a statewide school program evalua-
tion test, while Social Studies 9 and 10 is
keyed to a Regents Exam. General Biology is
not tested through a statewide exam, but for
the first time, the ecology section is man-
dated for those school districts who use the
syllabus to satisfy the level 2 science require-
ment. It does appear that where tests are
given the environmental information will re-
ceive attention since environment is one of the
areas stressed in these syllabi. We will mon-
itor this of course.

Unified Science, which has received the
most comprehensive ee infusion, is not keyed
to any statewide tests and initially will
not be distributed as widely as the others,
but SED is planning several innovative "mar-
keting'" strategies including reimbursing
districts for allowing teachers to attend
BOCES workshops on how to utilize the Unified
Science manual.

We also requested that more ee concepts
be placed in the K-6 art syllabus; Ed and
Barry said they would move on this. We were
concerned about Regents and General Physics
as well, which received significant ee in-
fusion, most of which was not included in
the mandated sections. However, SED felt
that Physics teachers would also stress the
optional sections and these would be tested.
Future efforts vis—-a-vis textbook ee
infusion and teacher training were discussed.
We will report on these as they develop.
There are many other syllabi being infused,
some more than others. We will report on
these in the future.

MIKE ZAMM

EEAC is now preparing a survey for
teachers and administrators to
determine if, where, and how natural
areas and open spaces are utilized
by schools. Your copy will arrive
in the mail shortly.
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This newsletter is a publication of the Environ-
mental Education Advisory Council (EEAC), a city-wide
voluntary organization of educators, classroom
teachers, administrators and other professionals in
active support of environmental education. This news-
letter is published quarterly and available free upon
request.
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Please send material (articles, drawings, letters,
program information, etc.) for inclusion in the
EEAC Newsletter to: Kim Estes, Editor, Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 228-06 Northern Boulevard,
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