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EEAC CALLS FOR CITY ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY AND FULL-TIME COORDINATOR 

By Sam Holmes 

The Environmental Education Advisory Council, in July, called on City schools 
Chancellor Richard R. Green to get behind an environmental education policy for 
New York City and to support the hiring of a full-time citywide Coordinator of 
Environmental Education. 

The EEAC Steering Committee resolution urging these moves - which will also 
be sent to the Board of Education - pointed out the need to implement the New 
York State Board of Regents Action Plan, Goal Seven, which decreed that, 
"Each student will acquire knowledge of the ecological consequences of choices 
in uses of the environment and natural resources." 

Environmental education in New York City is currently provided mainly by 
some 40 non-profit institutions outside the school system, most of which are 
incapable financially of expanding to meet the schools' urgent need for 
environmental education. 

(Continued on page 4) 

--- SAVE THIS DATE ---------------------------. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 

EEAC MEMBERSHIP DAY AT 

THE FIREBOAT HOUSE ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER & THE ASPHALT GREEN/MURPHY CENTER 

--- SAVE THIS DATE ---------------------------- 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING AT THE UNITED NATIONS 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
A voluntary organization in support of Environmental Education for New "rof1< • 



EEAC NEWS 0 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Nancy Wolf and Mike Zanun met with Ed 
Lawlor and Barry Jamason of the New York State 
Education Department (SED) on June 22, 1988 
in Albany to discuss the statewide environ­ 
mental education (ee) infusion effort. The 
meeting was a success. The Social Studies, 
Grades 7 and 8 (New York State and U.S.History), 
Social Studies 9 and 10 (Global Studies), and 
General Biology Syllabi, which were significant­ 
ly infused with environmental concepts, have 
been distributed widely to teachers throughout 
the State. Social Studies 7 and 8 will be 
tested via a statewide school program evalua­ 
tion test, while Social Studies 9 and 10 is 
keyed to a Regents Exam. General Biology is 
not tested through a statewide exam, but for 
the first time, the ecology section is man­ 
dated for those school districts who use the 
syllabus to satisfy the level 2 science require­ 
ment. It does appear that where tests are 
given the environmental information will re­ 
ceive attention since environment is one of the 
areas stressed in these syllabi. We will mon­ 
itor this of course. 

Unified Science, which has received the 
most comprehensive ee infusion, is not keyed 
to any statewide tests and initially will 
not be distributed as widely as the others, 
but SED is planning several innovative "mar­ 
keting" strategies including reimbursing 
districts for allowing teachers to attend 
BOCES workshops on how to utilize the Unified 
Science manual. 

We also requested that more ee concepts 
be placed in the K-6 art syllabus; Ed and 
Barry said they would move on this. We were 
concerned about Regents and General Physics 
as well, which received significant ee in­ 
fusion, most of which was not included in 
the mandated sections. However, SED felt 
that Physics teachers would also stress the 
optional sections and these would be tested. 
Future efforts vis-a-vis textbook ee 
infusion and teacher training were discussed. 
We will report on these as they develop. 
There are many other syllabi being infused, 
some more than others. We will report on 
these in the future. 

MIKE ZAMM 

EEAC is now preparing a survey for 
teachers and administrators to 
determine if, where, and how natural 
areas and open spaces are utilized 
by schools. Your copy will arrive 
in the mail shortly. 
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This newsletter is a publication of the Environ­ 
mental Education Advisory Council (EEAC), a city-wide 
voluntary organization of educators, classroom 
teachers, administrators and other professionals in 
active support of environmental education. This news­ 
letter is published quarterly and available free upon 
request. 
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program information, etc.) for inclusion in the 
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Environmental Center, 228-06 Northern Boulevard, 
Douglaston, NY 11363 or call (718) 229-4000. 
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JOIN EEAC ON A VISIT TO THE FIREBOAT HOUSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER AND THE ASPHALT GREEN/ 
MURPHY CENTER - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1988 

EEAC members and friends are invited 
to tour the Fireboat House Environmental 
Center, which sits on a pier in the East 
River at 90th Street just north of Gracie 
Mansion at Carl Schurz Park in Manhattan. 
Rose Blaustein, one of the major driving 
forces behind the redesign of the old and 
vandalized Fire Department barracks and 
boathouse into a showcase environmental 
education facility, will once again treat 
us to her hospitality and provide an over­ 
view of the past, present and future 
activities and services made available to 
the public at this unique learning site. 

While gulls circle overhead and tugs, 
tankers, sewage sludge barges and lavish 
yachts ply the river waters between Man­ 
hattan and Mill Rock Islands, we will learn 
how the Fireboat House programs teach young 
people about estuaries, energy and environ­ 
mental problems. Bring your bag lunch, a 
camera and a pair of binoculars. Eating 
lunch on the dock while watching birds and 
boats is a wonderful experience. Coffee 
and tea will be provided, but you may 
want to bring a cold beverage (in a recy­ 
clable container, of course). 

[ 

After lunch we will tour the Murphy 
Center - the old arch-shaped structure 
which for decades served as a municipal 
asphalt plant. Today this completely re­ 
modeled and equipped building, easily 
visible to motorists on the Eastside (FDR) 
Highway and to passengers on the Circle 
Line and other vessels in the river, serves 
as an exciting community sports, arts and 
learning center for youths and adults. It 
provides a perfect complement to the Fire­ 
boat House programs. 

The day begins at 9:30AM with refresh­ 
ments and a brief EEAC business meeting at 
the Fireboat House. Parking along York 
Avenue and the East 80's and 90's can be 
a "Big Apple Challenge". Consider car­ 
pooling or taking public transportation. 
The IRT Lexington Avenue line (#'s 4,5 & 6) 
all stop at 86th Street. Bus riders can 
take the M18 (86th Street crosstown) to 
York Avenue and 90th Street, or the M15 
(First and Second Avenue) to 90th Street. 
In any case, walk toward the East River; 
enter Carl Schurz Park; proceed to the 
Promenade (John Finley Walk) and enter the 
boathouse pier just north of the park. We 
expect to conclude the day at 3:30PM. 
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WHAT MAKES WINTER? 

Plan now for material you wish to submit for the WINTER issue 
of the EEAC Newsletter. Your deadline is Jan. 7th: newsletters 
will arrive in the mail by March 7th. Send all information 
to Kim Estes-Fradis, EEAC Newsletter Editor, Alley Pond Envi­ 
ronmental Center, 228-06 Northern Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363. 

Fig. 1 As the earth travels around the sun, the 23¼0 angle of its rotational axis gives us seasons. 
A given amount of solar radiation in winter (A) must travel through more atmosphere and strike a greater 

surface area of the planet than in summer (B). 

From: Dialogue, A Journal of Interpretation and Discovery in the Life Sciences, Winter 1988. 
Teton Science School, P.0.Box 68-B, Kelly, WY. 83011, (307)733-4765 


