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CHAIR'S MESSAGE 0 ne of the goals of EEAC in New Yo,k City is to support the development of the next generation of environmental educators 
who will assume leadership roles in both traditional school settings and informal settings such as museums and parks. This new 
cadre of environmental educators will confront the challenges of the twenty-first century. In preparation, they will have to acquire 
skills, attitudes, and knowledge that will enable them to teach about global and local environmental issues that are rapidly changing 
the world we live in, especially our urban areas. 
The importance of this really hit home last spring when I had the privilege of attending the Eighth Carey Conference sponsored 

by the Institute of Ecosystems Studies in Millbrook, New York. It was attended by over 75 leading scientists and environmental 
educators from all over the world, including South Africa, Canada, Poland, Israel, and Taiwan. 
The theme of the conference, "Understanding Urban Ecosystems: A New Frontier for Science and Education," challenged all 

of usto.think about-the complexity of urban ecosystems-and- ways in which we can bring-about a better understanding of cities 
as ecosystems. A "systems" approach to environmental education necessitates the integration of natural and social systems and 
promotes teamwork and collaboration among professionals across disciplines and between institutions. This is particularly 
necessary for understanding urban ecosystems which are "open systems", not self-contained, and do not function independently 
or in isolation. 

Urban ecosystem education must also include social, cultural, and political dimensions. For example, we cannot teach about 
forest ecology in urban areas without understanding human impact on these habitats. We cannot teach about water quality without 
understanding how watersheds function, and how one action in one part of the watershed affects people and resources in another 
part. We cannot teach about gardens without understanding something about the politics of open space or the values of a 
multicultural society in densely populated urban communities. Furthermore, we can no longer afford single-purpose solutions 
to narrowly-defined problems and we must think about the interconnectedness of systems within larger systems. 
Much of our work over the next decade should focus on developing policies and programs that support environmental education 

and will insure environmental literacy for all. EEAC is the bridge between the past and the future. Let us impart the lessons we 
have learned from past experience and explore new ways of supporting and strengthening environmental education in New York 
City. 

On October 1st, EEAC celebrates its first twenty-five years, but the event will also mark the beginning of the next twenty-five 
years. I hope you will all be there, and I hope you will make a commitment to be a part of EEAC in the year 2000! You are the 
future of EEAC! - Mary J. Leou, Ed.D. 

EEA C is a voluntary organization in support of Environmental Education for New York 



UPCOMING EEAC EVENTS . 

Steering Committee Meetings 
EEAC Steering Committee meetings are held from 4-6 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of every month (except August). 
Please arrive promptly at 4 p.m. ! 

All EEAC members are invited to attend and participate in 
the discussion. For information on the location of the 
meetings, contact Millard Clements at (212) 998-5495. 

Upcoming Meeting Information: 
Steering Committee meetings are held at New York Univer­ 
sity, Pless Building, 32 Washington Square Park East and 
Washington Place. Upcoming meetings will be on 
September 15, October 20, and November 17. 

Newsletter Deadlines 
THE NEWSLETTER DEADLINES ARE CHANGED TO 
THE FIRST MONDAY IN APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER 
AND JANUARY. If possible, please E-mail articles to 
joygarland@banet.net and send longer articles as an 
attachment in Microsoft Word or on a floppy disc in MS 
Word. Typed articles should be sent to the Editor's address 
below 

Newsletter Committee 
Kenneth Kowald 
Marcia Kaplan-Mann 
Michael Mann 
Roland Rogers 
Joy Garland, Newsletter Editor, 
440 East 20 Street, Apt. 7F, New York, NY 10009 
(212) 673-6732 or e-mail: joygarland@banet.net 

Special THANKS to Con Edison for supporting the publica­ 
tion of this newsletter. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

c/o Brooklyn Center for the Urban Environment 
The Tennis House 
Prospect Park 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215-9992 

This newsletter is a publication of the Environmental Education 
Advisory Council (EEAC), a voluntary organization of educa­ 
tors, classroom teachers, administrators and other professionals 
in active support of environmental education. It is available free 
upon request. 

EEAC OFFICERS 
Dr. Mary J. Leou, Chairperson 

Kenneth Kowald, Vice-Chair for Issues 
Terry Ippolito, Vice-Chair for Programs 

Millard Clements, Ph.D., Secretary 
Kim Estes-Fradis, Membership Secretary 

Joanne Dittersdorf, Treasurer 

STEERING COMMITTEE * 
Michelle Bicek, Central Park Conservancy 
Susan Clark, Trust for Public Land 
Millard Clements, New York University 
Cecil Corbin-Mark, WHE-ACT 
Joanne Dittersdorf, Citizen's Committee for New York City 
Meg Domroese, AMNH, Center for Biodiversity 
Ruth Eilenberg 
Kim7file"s=Fradis, NYC Depfoftnvironmental Protection 
Carol Franken, Community School District 4 
Joy Garland, UN International School 
Judy lntraub, Community School District 26 
Terry Ippolito, U.S.EPA 
Pamela Ito, The Horticultural Society of New York 
Marcia Kaplan-Mann, Environmental Quest/UFT 
Kenneth Kowald 
Mary Leou, UFEP, City Parks Foundation 
Barbara Miller, NYC Board of Education 
Regina McCarthy, Gateway Environmental Study Center 
John Pritchard, Grover Cleveland High School 
Roland Rogers, Wave Hill 
Barry Weinbrom, Brooklyn Center for the Urban Environment 
Jill Weiss, Alley Pond Environmental Center 
Deborah Winiarski, Community School District 25 

11 

JOINEEAC! 
If you are a member of EEAC and 
want to be part of the information 

sharing and discussion on the EEAC 
Listserve contact: 

Carol_Franken@fcl.nycenet.edu or 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Rose Blaustein 
Dr. Eugene Ezersky 
Samuel Holmes 
Bernard Kirschenbaum 
Michael Mann, Clearwater 
John C. Muir, Brooklyn Center for the Urban Environment 
John Padalino, Pocono Environmental Education Center 
Helen Ross Russell 
Talbert Spence 
Nancy A. Wolf 
Michael Zamm, Council on the Environment of NYC 

* Affiliations for identification purposes only. 
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