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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

ne of the goals of EEAC in New York City is to support the development of the next generation of environmental educators
who will assume leadership roles in both traditional school settings and informal settings such as museums and parks. This new
cadre of environmental educators will confront the challenges of the twenty-first century. In preparation, they will have to acquire
skills, attitudes, and knowledge that will enable them to teach about global and local environmental issues that are rapidly changing
the world we live in, especially our urban areas.

The importance of this really hit home last spring when I had the privilege of attending the Eighth Carey Conference sponsored
by the Institute of Ecosystems Studies in Millbrook, New York. It was attended by over 75 leading scientists and environmental
educators from all over the world, including South Africa, Canada, Poland, Israel, and Taiwan.

The theme of the conference, “Understanding Urban Ecosystems: A New Frontier for Science and Education,” challenged all
of us to think about the complexity of urban ecosystems and ways in which we can bring about a better understanding of cities
as ecosystems. A “systems” approach to environmental education necessitates the integration of natural and social systems and
promotes teamwork and collaboration among professionals across disciplines and between institutions. This is particularly
necessary for understanding urban ecosystems which are “open systems”, not self-contained, and do not function independently
or in isolation.

Urban ecosystem education must also include social, cultural, and political dimensions. For example, we cannot teach about
forestecology in urban areas without understanding human impact on these habitats. We cannot teach about water quality without
understanding how watersheds function, and how one action in one part of the watershed affects people and resources in another
part. We cannot teach about gardens without understanding something about the politics of open space or the values of a
multicultural society in densely populated urban communities. Furthermore, we can no longer afford single-purpose solutions
to narrowly-defined problems and we must think about the interconnectedness of systems within larger systems.

Much of our work over the next decade should focus on developing policies and programs that supportenvironmental education
and will insure environmental literacy for all. EEAC is the bridge between the past and the future. Let us impart the lessons we
have learned from past experience and explore new ways of supporting and stren gthening environmental education in New York
City.

On October 1st, EEAC celebrates its first twenty-five years, but the event will also mark the beginning of the next twenty-five
years. I hope you will all be there, and I hope you will make a commitment to be a part of EEAC in the year 2000! You are the
future of EEAC! — Mary J. Leou, Ed.D.
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